
Charlotte Montefiore. 
She was the wife of Joseph Horace 
Montefiore, of London, and died soon 

after the birth of her first child, and 
when still a very young woman, July, 
1854. This lady, a staunch advocate of 
Jewish reform, issued, a year before her 
death, Einige Worte an die Juden,’ 
which was, strictly speaking, an effusion 
of religious sentiment. The contents of 
this book is composed of conteniplaffons 
of the Divinity and the everlasting, in- 
destructible significance of Judaism, 
which, set forth by the authoress in en- 

thusiastic and poetical language,inspires 
her readers with sympathetic enthu- 
siasm. To her also may be attributed 
the graceful and elegant narration, “The 
Isle of Jewels,” although it has recently 
been affirmed that the book was writ- 
ten by another lady who lives on her 
own estate in the neighborhood of Lon- 
don, and who devotes herself to literary 
labors, the eulture of her children, and, 
more particularly, to the wants of the 
neighboring poor.” 

Anna Marta Goldsmid 
was the daughter of Sir Isaac Lyon 
Goldsmid de Palmyra, Baronet—cele- 
brated in virtue of his services rendered 
for the emancipation of the Jews of 
England—and sister to Sir Francis 
Goldsmid, a member of Parliament, who 
died suddenly, May 2,1878. Under the 
guidance of her highly cultured father, 
who read Homer and Horace with her, 
she received the benefits of a very care- 
ful education, and devoted her leisure to 
science, and particularly to the purposes 
of religion, and the elevation and condi- 
tion of schools. To advance upon one 
hand the cause of enlightenment among 
her coreligionists, and on the other to 
give her Christian countranen a better 
idea of the energetic faitlrof the Jews, 
she, in 1839, translated into English 
twelve sermons by the Hamburg pulpit 
orator, Gotthold Solomon. In the pre- 
face of her translation she beautifully 
says : If, in religious discussions, the 
people of all creeds would seek to dis- 
cover the conformities instead of the 

■diversities, how many of the struggles 
and sorrows that mar God’s beautiful 
earth, would vanish! Let us then strive 
to know each other, let us endeavor to 
understand our fello w beings with the 
aauie spirit which actuates us to seek a 

knowledge of God, and we will, in so 
much more, be able to emulate him in 
universal love, in universal charity.” 

With the noble object of rendering a 

service to Judaism, and of spreading 
also in England the exalted ideas of the 
mission of Israel, the character of its 
teachers, and the religious futurity of 
mankind, she delivered an excellent 
translation of Philippson’s Develop- 
ment of Religious Ideas in Judaism, 
Christianity and the Islam” (1855). The 
general historical and even medical notes 
which she added to translated literature 
are just as much credit to her rendition 
as to her talent and ingenuity. Several 
years ago she also translated from the 
French I. Cohen’s “Les Deicides”which 
had appeared in 1869, and the disserta- 
tion, Persecution of the Jews of Rou- 
mania.” 

In fact, Miss Goldsmid possesses an 

extremely developed mind, and presents 
altogether a very original appearance. 

Miss Goldsmid, of whom you remind 
me,” Vernhagen von Ense wroflfe to a 

lady friend, June 13, 1847, and whom 
(at the suggestion of Mr. Asher), I fol- 
lowed into the museum, has an eloquent 
and engaging physiognomy.” 

With much enthusiasm and energy 
Miss Goldsmid works for the improve- 
ment of feminine schools and academys. 
In spite of her advanced age, she, sev- 
eral years ago, undertook a journey 
through Germany in order to learn the 
German methods of instruction at Au- 
topsie,and to establish schools in London 
similar in plan to those of Germany. 
One of her more recent works is an ad- 
dress, held in one of the schools of Lon- 
don, and upon request, given to the 
public ; the subject of this address is : 

“What girls should learn, mothers 
should do, and wives should seek to ad- 
vance.” 

{Jobe Continued.) 

Tlie Towers of Silence.* 

Bombay, India, February, 1881. 
What Beacon Hill is to Boston, Mur- 

ray Hill to New York. Nob Hill to 
San Francisco, Malabar Hill is to Bom- 
bay, for its aristocratic summit is close- 
ly dotted with the palaces and bon- 
galows of native Princes and affluent 
Anglo-Indians, but the borders of Mal- 
abar Hill fall just upon the outskirts of 
the native city on one side and are 

lapped by the crazy ripples of the In- 
dian Ocean on the other The climb up 
from the esplanade is picturesque to a 

degree, and the well kept lawns, the 
groups of statuary, the broad, cool 
verandas inclosed with Venetians peek 
out at one from unexpected perches on 
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the side of the hill, with a swiftness of 
change suggestive of the tricks of the 
irrepressible Fakir. But having them 
all below us we at last reach the vicinity 
of the “towers of silence.” 

From the midst of a grove of palms 
rise two circular towers, near which 
stands a large building looking not un- 

like some public institution in any well- 
to-do city in America, but which is in 
truth one of the temples which seem so 

necessary in every Indian landscape. 
The “towers of silence”—what does not 
the fancy picture when that name is 
heard for the first time. A religious re- 

treat, where one wearied with the din 
and turmoil of the city below may enter 
and find peace and rest. Such a retreat 
as Taine must have reached in the Py- 
renees when he felt that in such a spot 
and with such influences the Imitation 
must have been written. Or perhaps it 
is designed as a place of punishment, 
and persons caught in crime and brought 
here to wear out in silence their term of 
sentence, which will last till life flickers 
feebly and hope dies. Away runs imag- 
ination, but a talkative “wallah,” or, 
literally speaking, fellow, who is our 
guide, soon brings back wandering fancy 
by the appalling announcement that the 
towers are in truth the Parsee cemetery 
of mortuary. 

Directly a Parsee dies he is brought to 
the temple, and then after the other 
rites are performed the body is disrobed, 
anointed with sacred oils; after that it 
is taken to the towers, which are about 
thirty feet in diameter and entirely open 
at the top; and then placed upon an 

iron grating for the vultures to come 
and devour the flesh. In every direction 
one can see the majestic palms bending 
low with their burdens of vultures and 
kites waiting for new prey; the air re- 

sounds with their hungry cawing, while 
it is also laden with the sickening odor 
of decaying flesh. While a body is being 
placed in position the edge of the tower 
is filled with cawing, chattering spec- 
tators, hungry to make the first plunge 
upon the victim. With one accord they 
dash down out of sight, and one knows 
by the change from tumult to quiet that 
the Parsee interment is taking place. 
That which but a short time ago was a 

human being, with hopes, and fears, and 
aspirations such as still animate us, who 
gaze transfixed with horror, is being torn 
shred by shred and carried into the air, 
to be dropped and picked up, and 
quarreled over, or else to be consumed 
with genuine satisfaction. No sooner 
does a sated bird fly on lazy wing to 
soiutt fan-off tree top to “sleep off 
effects of his gluttony than a fresh one 
arrives upon the scene to canty on the 
hideous work. Others sweep down upon 
us, the living, and brush our very faces 
with their noisome wings. Besides us 
stand some Parsees, who watch the circ- 
ling birds with loving interest, and one 

English-speaking guide tells us that 
they frequently stand and watch them 
till they know their dead to have been 
consumed. As soon as the birds have 
cleaned all the flesh from the bones, 
they are dropped into a well at the bot- 
tom of the towers, where they are 
covered with quicklime and consumed. 
The tower is then flooded and deodor- 
ized, and so, it is claimed, there is no 

taint in the air, but any one having the 
sense of smell unblunted feels that that 
boast is not founded upon truth. 

Night which in India treads upon the 
heels of day too closely for one to ever 

taste a twilight drove us down the hill 
and back into the thronged streets of the 
city before we had watched as long as 
we wished, but we had seen enough to 
turn with a sickening soul from the re- 
ligion which makes this awful custom a 

necessity. We had stood beside the 
Ganges and watched the Hindoos sprink- 
ling the ashes of their lately cremated 
dead upon its sacred bosom. The croon- 
ing tone, the quiet hour, the intense 
earnestness, had melted our cold West- 
ern hearts, and we had wept from symp- 
athy. The Hindoo and the Parsee had 
each shown us how superior their 
customs were to those practiced by 
“Christian dogs,” and we had by silence 
at least given consent to their form of 
interment; but we came back to our 

own belief in the grave and the worm 
with renewed devotion, for we remem- 
bered that it was not from the sacred 
bosom of the Ganges, neither was it from 
the birds of the air, that we received 
the knowledge of truth. 

Gorrespondence. 
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New York, April 17th, 1881. 

To the Editor of the Jewish Advance. 

The community here has been greatly 
excited for the p'ast week by the pub- 
lication of the attempted blackmail on 

Mr. Strasburger, a wealthy Jewish 
resident of this city, and the attempt at 
abducting his daughter, the details of 
which you have no doubt read 
in the daily papers. The facts in this 
case are an apt illustration of the old 

adage that “Truth is stranger than 
Fiction.” The numerous letters threat- 
ening untold disaster to the family un- 

less the demands of the writers were 

satisfied; the bold scheme for abducting 
the little daughter from Sunday school, 
which was frustrated by the foresight of 
Dr. Huebsch; the mysterious air which 
pervaded the whole affair, and the de- 
sire to connect it with Nshilism; the 
various disguises assumed by the de- 
detective employed to track the con- 

spirators; the ruse by which the one 
named Sagart was captured and met his 
sudden but deserved death; and finally 
the capture and confession of the pro- 
jector of the Scheme, Vogel by name, 
fill up a chapter of incidents as thrilling 
as anything to be found in the pages 
of Emil Gaborian or Belot, and which, 
if brought to the notice of either of 
these dramatic writers, would surely 
prove the theme of a novel or play more 

intensely interesiing than anything they 
have thus far produced. Vogel has been 
held in default of $10,000 bail and will 
shortly be brought to trial and receive 
the sentence he so well merits. 

The Passover services at the various 

Synagogues and Temples drew forth 
fair audiences, mainly composed of 
members of the fair sex, who thus had 
an opportunity to display their new 

Spring toilets and bewitching new 

bonnets, the chance being doubly wel- 
come, owing to the ushering in of some 

delightful Spring days, which were 

anxiously looked for after our long 
and severe winter. The holidays were 
but slightly observed by the business 
portion of the community which goes to 

show, that the majority of our people 
rely more on buying their way into 
Elysium than by searching it through 
the effects of prayer. 

New York, which, from its situation, 
should be the healthiest city in the 
world, has become, through the ineffi- 
ciency of its officials and the greedines 
of politicians, a hotbed of disease. Our 
citizens who are notoriously meek, have 
at length been aroused to the dangers 
that beset them, and indignantly de- 
mand that the health of the city shall 
be protected and left free from the bar- 
gains of politicians. The Mayor has 
preferred serious charges against the 
Police Commissioners, who have charge 
of the Street Cleaning Bureau, for neg- 
lect of duty. A bill for giving the 
Mayor full power to cleanse the streets 
and making him responsible for the per- 
fect fulfillment of the*e duties was de- 
feated in the State jmsembly by those 
politicians, whpj^refeAt0 line their own 

pockets with the gslaT of jobs and cor- 

ruption rather than by saving the lives 
of thousands who are thus sacrificed by 
the cupidity and neglect of those chosen 
to legislate for them. 

A new and interesting experiment is 

that of the Mount Sinai Training School 
for nurses, which aims'™ train up young 
ladies, who are so inclined to a pro- 
fession atonce both noble and profitable, 
It is a branch of the Mount Sinai Hos- 
pital, and a building h.as been secured as 

a home for the pupils where they will 
receive every comfort. _ 

Christians as 

well as Jews are invited to become 
pupils, the age of whotf1 should be from 

twenty to thirty-five. More applications 
have thus far beep- received from 
Christians than from 'Jews, but it is 

hoped that the latter w™ respond more 

freely when the schetuc bas attained 
more publicity. It if* an experiment 
which is deserving of ay success. 

The last entertainment given by the 
Harlem Y. M. H A Was quite a suc- 

cess. The exercises consisted of songs 
and recitations, all of which were well 
rendered, and piano-solos by the eminent 
Mr. S. B. Mills. The excellence of the 
entertainments provided by this associ- 
ation is a subject of general praise, and 
reflects much credit fit1 the committee 
in charge. Marcus. 

Iocal and Domestic. 
43~Local notices of solvable e\ ents, from 

Congregations, Lodges, Benevolent and Liter- 

ary Societies willbeui:uikf:vl!1yreceived. They 
must reach this office befo,e Thursday morn- 

ing, to be inserted in the is,3110 °i same week. 
No information will be takjpn notice of, unless 
it comes from responsible) parties. 

CHICAGO- 
Last Sunday the 2<ion congregation 

held a general meeting to transact some 
financial and other important business. 

Rev. M. Bonheim, oft the Rodof Sho- 
lom congregation, will] officiate at the 
B’nai Sholom Temple, next Saturday 
morning. i 

The work in our Saibbath Schools |s 
assuming a livelier dbd more hopeful 
character. The milder weaiher brings 
back many of the children who stayed 
away during the hard winter. If the 
parents and some of the' Sehp< Commit- 
tees would visit the Sabbath'School once 

in a while, and take mo^e interest in the 
religious education of young Israel in 
general, the teachers j would do their 
work more cheerfully) and gain better 
results. I 

To-morrow (Saturday) evening, the 
Calico Ball of the North side Sewing 
Society, will take place at Klare’s Hall, 
72 and 74 North Clark Street. The 
affair is to be given in benefit of the 
Reese Hospital, and should be encour- 
aged. 

\vln the synagogue of Kebila B’nai 
Sholom, on Michigan Avenue, Mr. L. 
Levin chanted the prayers on the first 
day of Pessah. There was no sermon, 
the congregation being at present with- 
out a minister. They expect to have a 

new ehasan to officiate before them. 

The Amaranth Dramatic Club will 
celebrate its first anniversary by giving 
a dramatic entertainment on Sunday 
evening, April 24th, at the West End 
Opera House. The excellent talents of 
the members of this club have already 
gained them many friends. Lovers of 
the drama will do well to encourage this 
young but promising society. A fine 
entertainment is in store for all on this 
occasion. 

The Cremieux Literary Society will 
give an entertainment, to conclude with 
a hop, April 29, at the West End Opera 
House. A well selected programme will 
conclude with the popular drama “The 
Loan of a Lover.’’ This is a young so- 
ciety, and it is hoped that all the friends 
will encourage it, and not fail to be pre- 
sent at the entertainment. 

At a meeting of the North side He- 
brew congregation, which was held on 
last Sunday, a committee was appointed 
to complete the purchase of a lot for the 
erection of a synagogue. Mr. B. Maudl 
has kindly volunteered his services to 
collect the moneys subscribed for that 
purpose, and M. B. Gradle was appoint- 
ed Treasurer. The lot which that con- 
gregation acquires is a very desirable 
piece of property, eminently suited for 
the purpose of the congregation. 

Rabbi Todros Tiktin, of Calvarie, Po- 
land, has returned again to his former 
field of action, to the city of Chicago. 
Mr. Tiktin had previously officiated as 
minister in the congregation “Beth 
Hamidrash Hagadol.” But in 1876 he 
resigned his position, and went back to 
his native country, leaving behind a 

great number of friends who appreciated 
in him the learned talmudical scholar, 
and the generally esteemed gentleman. 
His friends ana countrymen are now 
highly enjoyed to be able to again wel- 
come their former spiritual guide in 
their midst. 

The time is approaching when many 
well-known and representative men of 
American Israel will assemble here in 
the convention of the Union of Am. H. 
congregations and the Rabbinical Asso- 
ciation. There will come to Chicago 
many ministers, presidents and members 
of the most prominent Jewish congrega- 
tions in the land, and no doubt the Chi- 
cago Israelites will know how to do 
honor to themselves by honoring these 
prominent guests. We would respect- 
fully suggest that our congregations call 
a joint meeting to unite and appoint 
committees to receive and entertain the 
delegates to the conventions. 

The following is a list of new sub- 
scriptions to the funds of an “Home for 
the Aged and Infirm” which District 
No. 4, K. S. B. is about to establish—ad- 
ditional to the list reported in No. 148 
Jewish Advance. 
A. D. Juilliard & Co.,New York. ..$100 
Case, Leland & Co, New York. 50 
Lewis Bros. & Co., N. Y. 50 
Jacob Wendell & Co., N. Y. 50 
Ballin, Joseph & Co., N. Y. 50 
S. Rosenberg & Co., N. Y. 50 
Herman Bernheimer Son & Co.,N. Y. 50 
Raritan Woolen Mills, N. Y. 50 
Van Volkenburgh & Leavett, N. Y. 50 
Pomeray & Plummer, N. Y. 50 
W. Erlanger, N. Y. 25 
H. Hakle, N. Y. 25 
A. Wiener & Co., Cleveland, 0. 50 
Herman Koch, .... 25 
A. Y. Sanger, .... 25 
Joseph Goodheart, .... 25 
M. Buchmann, .... 20 
Jos. Maschke, .... 20 
Ferdinand Strauss, .... 20 
M. Mittelberger, .... 20 
F. Muhlhauser, .... 20 
Rosenblatt Bros., .... 15 
Ben. Stein, .... 15 
J. Rheinthal, ... 15 
S. Skall, .... 15 
Isaac Strauss, .... 15 
M. Brunswick, 10 
Jacob Cohen, .... 10 
A. Strauss, .... 10 
J. Weil, Jr.. .... 10 
Feil Klein, ... 10 
Al. Hammer, ... 10 
J. M. Loeser, 10 
D. Levy, 10 
Henry Harris, .... 10 
Dr. M. Machol, .... 10 
A. Wertheimer, ..... 10 

$10.10 

IP ^,nrnrTr' 

BURLINGTON ROUTE. 
^"No other line runs Three Through Pas- 

senger Trains Dailv between Chicago, Deg 
M >ines, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Lincoln. St. 
Joseph, Atchison, Topeka and Ransnf City. 
Direct connections for all points in Kansas, 
Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming, Montaun, Ne- 
vada, New Mexico, Arizona, Idaho, Oregon and 
California. 

The Shortest, Speediest and Most Comforta- 
ble Route via Hannibal to Fort Scott, Denison, 
Dallas, Houston, Austin, San Antonio, Galves- 
ton and all points in Texas. 

The unequaled inducements offered by thih 
Line to Travelers and Tourists, are as followac 
The celebrated Pullman (16-wheel) Palaog 
Sleeping Cars, run only on this Line, C„ R. & 
Q. Palace Drawing-Room Cars, with Horton’s 
Reclining Chairs. No extra charge for Seats 
in Reclining Chairs. The famous C„ R. & Q. 
Palace Dining Cars. Gorgeous Smoking Cats 
fitted with Elegant High-Backed Rattan Re- 
volving Chairs for the exclusive use of flrat- 
class passengers. 

Steel Track and Superior Equipment, com- 
bined with their Great Through Car Arrange- 
ment, makes this, above all others, the favorite 
Route to the South. South-West, and the Far 
West. 

Try it, and you will find traveling a luxury 
instead of a discomfort. 

Through Tickets via this Celebrated Line 
for sale at all offices in the United States and 
Canada. 

Ail information about Rates of Fare, Sleep- 
ing Car Accommodations, Time Tables, &c., 
will be cheerfully given by applying to 

JAMES R. WOOD, 
General Passenger Agent, Chicago. 

T. J. POTTER, 
General Manager, Chicago. 

Imperial Qerman fy|ail 
Hamburg American Packet Company’s 

Weekly Iiine 
—of— 

BETWEEN 

Hamburg & New York 
Leaving: New York every Thursday at 2. P. M. 

—FOR— 

ElW, FRAHCE ud Gems* 
and HAMBURG every Wednesday. 

The only direct line between 

NEWYORKIHAMBURfi 
For particulars apply to 

FELSENTHAL &SOZMXNSEX 
General Western Agents, 

80 & 82 Fifth Ave., Chicago 

C. B. RICHARD & CO., 
61 Broadway, New York. 

Great Western Wire Works 
181 Madison St., CHICAGO,ILL, 

Tl&eo. Spangenberg, 
Manufacturerot 

BANK & OFFICE RAILINGS, 
Man anti Boy Figures, Umbrella Stands, 

Milliners * Hatters Stands 

TTPPEE HALL 
OF THE 

LincoInPavilion 
for rent to Parties, Sociables, <£c. 

Theo. Schwengel, 
Cor. Clark Street & Grand Place. 


